Bacterial recovery by a portable Reuter centrifugal air sampler and a standard Mattson-Garvin slit-to-agar air sampler was compared in a series of experiments. Microbial air quality was monitored in seven typical laboratory locations. Tests showed that the Reuter centrifugal air sampler yielded significantly higher recoveries than did the slit-to-agar unit.
Microbial contamination of air in various facilities has been well documented (2, 6, 7, 10, 12 by the STA. The portable RCS is easily disinfected and is therefore practical to transport and use. In addition, the RCS is less noisy than the STA and uses 11 ml of agar per sample compared with the 70 ml used by the STA. Need, ease of operation, and cost of the instrument, however, should be considered in selecting an air sampler.
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